Happy year of St. Paul!

Faul’s First Journey

Arnphipalis
Bhilnog
+

o Miletus

'!."—.;.

' B
=

Faul’s Second Journey dmss Faul’s Third Journey desss Faul’s Journey To Rome

On June 28, 2007 Pope Benedict
XVI announced a jubilee year
dedicated to St. Paul to mark the
bi-millennium of the birth of the
great “apostle to the nations.”
The jubilee year begins on 28"
June 2008 and lasts until 29"
June 2009. The purpose of the
year is to remind us of the
importance of St. Paul in the life
of every Christian. St. Paul’s
letters contain a huge treasury of
thought and insight that has profoundly influenced and
guided the development of our Christian faith. Many
elements of Christian doctrine are rooted in St. Paul’s
letters and thirteen out of the twenty-seven documents
in the New Testament are in his name.

St. Paul was probably born around 8-10 AD and, as we
know, he was a zealous defender of the Jewish faith.
Before his famous conversion on the road to the city of
Damascus, he was a persecutor of the early Christians.
After his conversion he went on three missionary
journeys (see the map below) to the then known world
to spread the Gospel and he founded many churches as
he went on those journeys. Many of his letters are
addressed to these new churches. St. Paul finished his



life in the great city of Rome where he was imprisoned
for some time before being executed for his faith by
beheading. He shares a feast day each year with the
other great apostle, St. Peter, on 29" June.

There are thirteen letters attributed to St. Paul. Seven
are undisputedly from him: Romans, 1 and 2
Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians
and Philemon. The other six letters (Ephesians,
Colossians, 2 Thessalonians, and 1 and 2 Timothy &
Titus) are probably inspired by Paul, but may well
have been written by disciples of Paul: a development
of his teaching. We hear many of these letters in our
second reading at Mass each Sunday.

As mentioned, many key areas of doctrine and
spirituality have been profoundly influenced by the
writings and testimony of St. Paul. These include:
justification (the new relationship with God we receive
through our baptism), original sin, redemption, the role
of good works and the nature of faith and conversion.
He also shows wus the pattern and nature of
evangelization itself (how we are to spread the Gospel
today). St. Paul took the Gospel to the everyday places
where people could be found, rather than expecting
them to come to him. Most famously, he went to the
areopagus (the town square, the center of civic life) in
Athens and preached Christ there (Acts 17: 16-34).
Two thousand years later at the beginning of the third
millennium, Pope John Paul II invited all of us to do
the same: to go to the modern day “areopagi” and to
bring Christ to those everyday places. St. Paul also

stressed the importance of our own experience of the
risen Lord so that, as he puts it, “I no longer live, it is
Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2: 20).

This “Year of Paul” is a chance for us to deepen our
faith, guided by this great apostle to the nations. We
have already had a talk on St. Paul at Annunciation
parish (in April). There are plenty of books to read as
well as useful websites such as the Vatican website
www.vatican.va (follow the links on the jubilee of St.
Paul) or www.pauline-year.com . A couple of useful
books include:

R. Witherup, 101 Questions & Answers on Paul

(Paulist Press 2008)

J. Fitzmyer, According to Paul (Paulist Press 1993)
Paul and His Theology (2™ Edition,

Prentice Hall Press 1998)

Finally, as St. Paul wrote movingly towards the end of
his life; “I have run the race, I have kept the faith” (2
Timothy 4: 7). Handing on our faith is like running a
relay race. St Paul handed on the baton to the next
generation and so this has continued until our time. It
is now our turn to continue this living of our faith and
passing on this faith to others. Let us have the same
courage and enthusiasm as St. Paul to proclaim boldly
the Gospel that brings true life in our time and place.



